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Free Rein Center Announces TVS as New Diamond Level Sponsor  

(September 19, 2018 – Brevard, NC) – Transylvania Vocational Services (TVS) has committed to 

Diamond Level Sponsorship of Free Rein Center for Therapeutic Riding and Education to further support 

the equine-assisted therapy programs that Free Rein provides. 

Free Rein Center, located at the Rockbrook Camp Riding Center off Greenville Highway in Brevard, has 

been serving residents of Transylvania, Henderson, and Buncombe counties since 2000. The center 

provides equine-assisted therapy for adults and children with physical and intellectual disabilities. Last 

year, more than 170 individuals benefited from its programs, including 17 individuals from TVS.  

TVS is a not-for-profit organization in Brevard that has offered employment, engagement and life skills 

support for adults with disabilities for more than 50 years. 

Bill Buchler, chairman of the Free Rein Board, commented on the impact TVS’s contribution would have. 

“We welcome TVS to our growing list of corporate sponsors that help make ‘Horses Helping Humans 

Heal’ more than a tagline at Free Rein Center,” Buchler said. “It is particularly rewarding for us to 

partner with TVS to serve their clients. Some of them started riding at Free Rein Center when they were 

much younger and have been with us for many years.” 

Reflecting on the organization’s decision to become a Diamond Level Sponsor, Jamie Brandenburg, chief 

executive officer of TVS, recognized the common goal of both organizations.  “Our missions are to 

empower people with disabilities to live a full life through person-centered support,” he said. “The 

experiences our clients have at Free Rein Center are so unique and transformative that we chose to 

invest in the center’s efforts.” 

At TVS, there is a lot of emphasis on engaging program participants with activities that align with the 

individual’s interests. As a result, TVS has forged strong connections to dozens of regional non-profits, 

including Free Rein. 

Jennifer Rouse, Free Rein’s program director for many years, recalled how the relationship between 

Free Rein Center and TVS began. Rouse said that in 2013, a residential coordinator at a TVS group home 

began volunteering at Free Rein Center. The two discussed the possibility of TVS clients participating in 

the therapeutic riding programs. Rouse contacted officials at TVS, and three TVS clients decided to take 

part. 

“According to TVS staff members, the folks who had come to Free Rein were so enthusiastic they told 

others about the program and interest grew quickly,” Rouse said. “The last couple of sessions, we have 

had about 17 of their clients come. Eight to 10 do grooming, and the rest ride in regular lessons. Our 

instructors and volunteers love working with TVS’ participants and have made some special 

connections.” 
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Rouse noted that TVS clients “express gratitude in a number of ways.” She recalled, “One year they 

arranged a luncheon for our instructors and volunteers where they showed us a video of their 

participants riding. A couple of times, they painted big posters with pictures of the horses and thank 

you’s from the participants.”  

Free Rein welcomes all community members regardless of ability to pay for classes. Fees are based on a 

sliding scale, and most students ride on scholarships. “Less than 10 percent of our revenue comes from 

program fees paid by participants so we are grateful for all of our corporate, philanthropic, and 

individual supporters,” Buchler said. 

The “Mane Event” gala is Free Rein Center’s annual major fundraising event. This year’s gala will be held 

at the newly renovated Connestee Falls Clubhouse from 6 to 10 p.m. Saturday, Oct. 13. Tickets cost $75 

and may be purchased by calling 828-883-3375 or online at http://freereincenter.com/news-and-

events/themaneevent/. 

Free Rein’s fall riding session started Sept. 10 and runs through Nov. 3 at Rockbrook Camp. The spring 

riding session starts in early March. For information about lessons, call the Free Rein office at 828-883-

3375. 

TVS is dedicated to its mission of providing quality employment, job training, and residential and 

community services to enhance the dignity and quality of life of individuals with disabilities and barriers 

to employment. The organization employs more than 150 people, and both their People Services and 

Manufacturing Services divisions have received numerous rewards for quality, service and excellence. 

For more information visit www.tvsinc.org or call 828-884-3195.  
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